
Welcome to the sixty-seventh calendar year of 
the Kentucky Civil War Roundtable! It is my 
sincere hope that each of you had the most 

joyful Holiday Season ever, and that you will have a New 
Year filled with happiness. 

For the Roundtable, we are gearing up for some great 
presentations. Our January speaker is our own Amy 
Murrell Taylor, a most accomplished professor of Civil 
War history at the University of Kentucky. Her lecture 
will cover the hitherto unknown and un-researched 
history of slave refugee camps during the Civil War. 

We cannot imagine how many African-American 
slaves were displaced during the drive of Union forces 
into the States of Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Missis-
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“Embattled Freedom: Journeys through the Civil 
War’s Slave Refugee Camps”

PRESIDENT’S REPORT sippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, and the Carolinas. I, for 
one, am most interested in Amy’s work. Her book on the 
subject, Embattled Freedom: Jour-
neys through the Civil War’s Slave 
Refugee Camps, has won numer-
ous national awards, and is highly 
recommended. With Amy as our 
speaker to ring in the New Year, 
you can only imagine what is in 
store for the Roundtable in March, 
May, September, and November! ■    

Kent Masterson Brown 
President

Amy Murrell Taylor 
is a historian of the 
American South 

whose work focuses on 
the era of the Civil War, 
Emancipation, and Recon-
struction. 

A native of Rockville, 
Maryland, Taylor graduat-
ed from Duke University 
and received her PhD in 
History from the Uni-
versity of Virginia. She is 
currently a professor of 
history at the University 
of Kentucky, where she 
was honored with a Great 

Teacher Award from the UK Alumni Association in 
2016. 

Her latest book, Embattled Freedom: Journeys 
through the Civil War’s Slave Refugee Camps (UNC 
Press, 2018), received the Avery Craven Prize for 
Civil War history, and the Merle Curti Prize for U.S. 
social history, from the Organization of American 
Historians in 2019. 

Taylor is also the author of The Divided Family in 
Civil War America (UNC Press, 2005), and co-edi-
tor, with Michael Perman, of Major Problems in the 
Civil War and Reconstruction (Cengage, 2010). She 
has served on the editorial boards of the Journal of 
Southern History and the Civil War Monitor Mag-
azine, and enjoys working with local history sites, 
including Ashland and Waveland, on researching 
and interpreting the history of slavery. ■

Next Meeting Date:                                               
Monday, January 27, 2020
(NOTE: 4th full week of September)

Time:                                 
6:00 p.m. (Social Hour: 5:15 p.m.)      

Place:                                    
The Embassy Suites

RSVP by Wednesday, Janu-
ary 22th at 4 PM: No RSVP 
cards will be sent except to 
those requesting USPS mail-
ing. The electronic receipt 
of the Newsletter is your 
reminder to RSVP online, 
email, or by phone.

Kent M. Brown
President

Amy Murrell 
Taylor
Speaker for  
January 27, 2020
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Hello, Members! Happy New Year! 
Wishing all the best to you all in 
2020! Just a couple of reminders 

as we look ahead to our next meeting. 
First, note that the date of the meeting 

is the fourth Monday of the month and 
not our usual third Monday. Mark your 
calendars for Monday, January 27, 2020!

Second, please note that the Meal fee 
has increased to $31.00 starting with 
this meeting. If you want to save your-
self some time, feel free to pay for your 
meal in advance on the website or mail 

The Roundtable finished the 2019 year in the black thanks 
to better dues collections, contributions exceeding 
$2,000 and guest fees of over $1,000. In addition, we 

had reduced administrative expenses for postage and printing 
thanks to the email newsletter. 

The Board of Directors decided to leave the amount of our 
membership dues the same for 2020 as 2019, dues paid after 
December 31, 2019 are $100 for single and $120 for a couple. 
In addition, the Guest fee remains at $25. Please remember to 
pay your dues before the January 27th meeting. As our dues 
alone don’t cover all the operating expenses of the Roundtable 
we depend upon your contributions and fundraising support to 
break even. 

The meal price will increase to $31 starting with the January 

MEETING RSVPs: To RSVP for 
the January 27, 2020 meeting, 
all RSVPs must be received by 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 regard-
less of RSVP method. You can RSVP 
as follows: online through our website, 
kycivilwarroundtable.org, email Susie at 
kcwrt.susie@gmail.com, phone or text 
her at (859) 221-7199 or mail in your 
RSVP card for those that receive them. 

If you receive the Newsletter by mail, 
you will receive the traditional RSVP 
card. Please note, however, that even if 
you receive the RSVP card in the mail, it 
is still preferred that you RSVP through 
the KYCWRT website or by contacting 
Susie at the email address or number 
above. Doing so will avoid the possibility 
that your RSVP card is lost in the mail or 
not timely received. It will also provide 
you the comfort of knowing that your 

meeting. This is the first price increase 
we’ve had since moving to the Embassy 
Suites three years ago. 

New this year is that all members 
receive a free guest pass. One guest pass 
per member or couples members will be 
mailed upon the payment of your 2020 
dues. The guest pass can be used to cover 
the guest fee of one guest for one meeting 
and MUST BE PRESENTED, FILLED 
OUT, UPON CHECK-IN AT THE 
MEETING. Our membership to date is 320 with the goal of reach-
ing 400. Please consider bringing a guest to an upcoming meeting 
or recruiting a member to join to help us achieve the goal.  ■

A.J. Singleton

Chris Anderson

RSVP has, in fact, been timely received. 
IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND THE 

JANUARY 27, 2020 MEETING, YOU 
MUST MAKE YOUR RESERVATION 
BY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2020 
at 4:00 PM. Members (and Guests) will 
not be seated (or presented a meal) with-
out a timely reservation. PLEASE ALSO 
NOTE THE $31.00 MEAL CHARGE 
DISCUSSED IN TREASURER CHRIS 
ANDERSON’S REPORT. 

GUESTS: The Guest fee, in addition to 
the $31 meal charge, is $25 per guest, for 
a total of $56 per guest. Payment is due in 
advance or at the door. Please remember 
that each KYCWRT member or couple 
members was or will be given one guest 
pass upon payment of the member’s 2020 
annual dues. The guest pass can be used 
in lieu of the $25 guest fee and is a one-
time pass. (The guest will still be charged 

the $31 meal 
charge.) As noted 
in Treasurer Chris 
Anderson’s Report, 
if you are using 
the guest pass 
for a guest, you 
must present the 
Guest pass filled 
out with required 
information when 
checking in for the meeting. 

CANCELLATIONS: Any RSVP cancella-
tion needs to be received no later than 4:00 
pm of the Friday before the meeting (in this 
case, by January 24, 2020). If you need to 
cancel, please contact Susie at (859) 221-7199 
or by email at kcwrt.susie@gmail.com.  If you 
do not timely cancel your reservation or miss 
the meeting, you will be charged $31 per 
person for your reserved meal.  ■

me a check for your meal to PO Box 
1862, Lexington, KY 40588-1862. Several 
members have started doing this and it 
really does save them “standing in line” 
time when they check in at registration. 

Third, if you’re bringing a Guest and us-
ing your Guest Pass, please let me know 
that when you RSVP. Also, please fill out 
the Guest Pass and bring it with you to 
the Meeting. The email address we want 
on the Guest Pass is your guest’s email 
address so that we can follow up with 
them after the meeting to see how they 

enjoyed the meeting and if they’re interest-
ed in becoming a Member. 

Fourth, if you haven’t paid your 2020 
dues yet, please do so before the Meet-
ing! The rates are as follows: $100.00 for 
Individual Membership and $120.00 for 
Couples Membership. 

And, finally, please RSVP before the 
deadline of Wednesday, January 22 nd at 4 
PM. I have to turn the final numbers into 
the Embassy Suites at 5 PM on the 22nd! 
Looking forward to seeing you at the 
Meeting. ■

KENT M. BROWN
President
(859) 455-9330
kmb@usa.net

BILL FARMER
Vice President
(859) 266-7997
bill@billfarmer.org

A. J. SINGLETON
Secretary
(859) 231-3692
aj.singleton@skofirm.com

CHRIS E. ANDERSON
Treasurer
(859) 229-4799
chris.anderson@unifiedtrust.com

SUSIE MORTON
Administrator
(859) 221-7199
kcwrt.susie@gmail.com


