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Dr. Kenneth Noe has become one of our most notable historians of the American /Civil War. A native of Montgomery County, Vir-
ginia, he is a graduate of Emory and Henry College. He earned master’s degrees in history at both Virginia Tech and the University of 
Kentucky and received his doctorate degree in history from the University of Illinois. After teaching at the University of West Georgia 
for ten years, Dr. Noe taught at Auburn University from 2000 to 2021. 

Dr. Noe has received numerous teaching awards and is the author of eight books, including The Howling Storm: Weather, Climate, and 
the American Civil War, published by LSU Press in 2020, a finalist for the Lincoln Prize. Twice a Pulitzer Prize entrant, Dr. Noe received 
the 2002 Peter Seaborg Award for Civil War History for Perryville: This Grand Havoc of Battle, and the 1997 Tennessee History Book 
Award for A Southern Boy in Blue: The Memoirs of Marcus Woodcock, 9 th Kentucky Infantry, U.S. He is currently  
reconsidering Abraham Lincoln’s success as commander-in-chief. ■

The United Society of Believers in Christ’s Second Coming, commonly known as the Shakers, arrived in Mercer 
County in 1806. They established Pleasant Hill which became the third largest Shaker community in the United 
States. Shakers are today remembered for their practices of celibacy, communal living, and pacifism, as well as 

their craftsmanship and iconic architecture. 

Members joining the Pleasant Hill society came mostly from the region, and their attitudes likely reflected the 
range of views antebellum Kentuckians held on slavery. And although the sect had no formal position on the 
institution of slavery, their actions and writings indicate a distinct antislavery stance. Pleasant Hill often hired out 
slave labor from local owners to work in the fields, kitchens, and shops. The Shakers also purchased some slaves, 
but only to prevent their sale further south, and they were ultimately freed. Several converted, and one African 
American woman rose to the position of kitchen deaconess. They were allowed to vote and treated equally 
during worship, but apparently lived separately from white members. 

The Civil War was difficult for Pleasant Hill, not only because it put their pacifist beliefs to the test, but 
because the war destroyed access to southern markets to which they sold numerous goods. In July 1862, the 
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Hello, Members! As a reminder, ALL current member dues for 2022 must be paid by March 31, 2022. 
I sent out reminder invoices before the January meeting. If you haven’t paid, please do so before 
March 31st or your membership will be cancelled.  

 
   Over the last two meetings several members have contacted me about paying for their meal and the meet-
ing schedule, so I thought I’d try to answer the most frequently asked questions. Here goes… 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Shakers heard rumors that Confederate cavalry under John Hunt Morgan planned to attack the settlement. They hid their horses to 
prevent their capture, but when Morgan’s men arrived, they only requested to be fed. Four months later, the community served meals 
to both Confederate and Federal soldiers before and after the Battle of Perryville. The Shakers estimated they served between eight and 
nine thousand meals without charge or reimbursement. 

The Civil War set in motion many forces that would lead to the community’s decline during the last half of the nineteenth century. 
The loss of markets and the unreimbursed feeding of troops depleted Pleasant Hill’s resources, and some Shaker men even left the sect 
to join the fighting. But more importantly, the changing social and cultural environment during Reconstruction and beyond made 
Shaker life less appealing, with very few converts joining in the latter half of the nineteenth century. By 1900, only 34 remained, and the 
Pleasant Hill Shaker community was dissolved in 1910. 

Klotter, James C., and Craig Thompson Friend. A New History of Kentucky, Second Edition. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 
2018, p. 131. 

Ramage, James A., and Andrea S. Watkins. Kentucky Rising: Democracy, Slavery, and Culture from the Early Republic to the Civil War. 
Lexington: University Press of Kentucky/ Kentucky Historical Society, 2011, pp. 156-157.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

“Shaker Villiage” continued...

Susie Morton
Administrator

Is it okay if I pay for my meal at the meeting? 
No, this is no longer an option since we went back to in-person meetings. All payments must be paid prior to the meeting.  
Payment can be made by check, credit card or on the website. I would really appreciate not having to contact members that last 
week before the meeting to remind them to pay. 

What time does the meeting start? 
Here is our meeting timetable: 
Social Hour – 5:30 
Dinner – Service begins at 6:00 
Announcements – 6:45 
Speaker Presentation – 7:00 

Are vegetarian meals an option? 
Yes, just let me know your preference when you RSVP. 

I hope I’ve been able to answer some of your questions. Take care and I look forward to seeing you at the March meeting. ■
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Camp Nelson National Monument Winter Lectures Series*   
Following the Paths of the Civil War’s Refugees from Slavery. Dr. Amy Murrell Taylor, T. Marshall Hahn Jr. Professor 
of History at the University of Kentucky, will describe the work involved in researching the American Civil War’s 
slavery history, especially its collapse in a refugee crisis that unfolded here in Central Kentucky. The hundreds of 
thousands of men, women, and children who fled slavery and sought refuge behind the lines of the Union army guar-
anteed the destruction of the institution once and for all. But it is only now, over 150 years later, that their experience 
is becoming visible and their names and identities known at places like Camp Nelson.  

Kentucky’s Road to Loyalty: Secession, Neutrality, and War in 1861*  
Kentucky is often remembered as a neutral state during the Civil War, but its period of official neutrality only lasted 
for a few months in 1861. In reality, loyal and secessionist political coalitions used the policy of neutrality to jockey 
for political and paramilitary position and bring the largest border slaveholding state onto their side. Dr. Patrick 
Lewis, Director of Collections and Research at the Filson Historical Society in Louisville, will cover Kentucky’s road 
to war in detail and discuss its long shadow over the state.   

Battle of Richmond Association: “An Afternoon with Lew Wallace” 
Soldier, Author, Governor, Diplomat, Attorney, as portrayed by Bernie O-Bryan. 2:30 p.m., Mt. Zion Christian 
Church, 830 Battlefield Memorial Highway, Richmond, Kentucky.  

CW Institute at Gettysburg Summer Conference 
The Civil War Institute at Gettysburg College is offering KCWRT members a 15% discount to attend the CWI sum-
mer conference June 10-15. The conference will feature a wide range of topics, including Civil War battlefield and 
camp archaeology; the demobilization of Lee’s army; the memorialization of the Gettysburg centennial; U.S. Grant, 
race, and racial violence during Reconstruction; treasures from the Library of Congress and National Archives; a 
re-assessment of the 20th Maine and Little Round Top; the transformation of medicine; Francis Barlow’s Civil War, 
and more. Among the 35 distinguished speakers and tour guides to be featured are Gary Gallagher, Joan Waugh, Jef-
fry Wert, Carol Reardon, Carrie Janney, Brooks Simpson, Scott Hartwig, and more. Details about the conference can 
be found on the Summer Conference page of CWI’s Conference Website. (https://www.gettysburg.edu/civil-war-in-
stitute/summer-conference/).

*Both programs are free and open to the public. Presentations will begin at 11:00 am and last approximately 1 hour and 
15 minutes.
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